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SUBJECT: CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE ISSUES CONCILIATORY 
STATEMENT 

1. ON MARCH 5 KOREAN BISHOPS’ CONEERENCE, WHICH HAD 
MET IN TAEGU FEBRUARY 24-28, ISSUED A GENERALLY 
CONCILIATORY STATEMENT ON CHURCH ROLE IN POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS. BISHOPS RECONFIRMED THEIR COMMITMENT 
TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND THEIR INDIGNATION OVER THE 
TREATMENT OF THE EMERGENCY PRISONERS. AT THE SAME 
TIME THEY WELCOMED REPEAL OF THE EMERGENCY MEASURES 
AND THE RELEASE OF BISHOP CHI AND MOST OF 

HIS CO-DEFENDENTS AS WELL AS THE GOVERNMENT'S OEFER 
OF A DIALOGUE WITH THE CHURCHES, AND DECLARED THAT THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH DID NOT CONSIDER ITSELF ENTITLED 
TO OPERATE AS POLITICAL MOVEMENT. 

2. STATEMENT WHICH REELECTS CARDINAL KIM'S HOPE OF 
RESTORING GREATER CHURCH UNITY AETER NEARLY A YEAR OE 
BITTER AGRUMENTS OVER THE POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

OF THE CHURCH MAKES FOLLOWING FOUR POINTS: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 01455 060850Z 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


A. CHURCH MUST CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE SUFFERING FOR 
PRESERVATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, BUT 
PRAYERS SHOUED NOT BE INDICTMENTS AND DENUNCIATIONS. 

B. CHURCH INSISTS ON RIGHT TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST INJUSTICE, 
CORRUPTION, INFRINGEMENT OF INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, AND OTHER 
IRREGULARITIES AND WILL CONTINUE MAKING MORAL JUDGMENTS 
OF POLITICAL SCENT. HOWEVER, JUSTICE AND PEACE COMMITTEE 
OF NATIONAL BISHOPS' CONFERENCE IS TO BE SOLE AUTHORITATIVE 
CHURCH VOICE ON SUCH SUBJECTS. 

C. CHURCH WILL CONTINUE ITS MISSION OF HELPING IMPROVE 
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL JUSTICE AND REDUCING SUFFERING IN 
COOPERATION WITH ALL WELL DISPOSED PEOPLE, BUT ITS MORAL 
JUDGMENTS ON POLITICAL ISSUES DO NOT MEAN THAT CHURCH 
IS PREPARED TO COOPERATE WITH OUTSIDERS IN BRINGING 
ABOUT DESIRED CHANGES. THE CHURCH MAINTAINS ITS POLICY 
OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN POLITICAL MATTERS AND ITS MORAL 
CRITICISM MUST NOT BE CONSTRUED AS ATTEMPT TO GAIN 
POLITICAL INFLUENCE FOR ITSELF. 

D. CATHOLICS ARE FREE TO FOLLOW THEIR POLITICAL CONSCIENCE, 
BUT CATHOLICS AS A GROUP ARE NOT ENTITLED TO OPERATE AS 

A POLITICAL GROUP. 

SNEIDER 
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